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Despite the current pandemic, we kick off this new academic year
with optimism and excitement for the (virtual) programming to come.
We are pleased to announce that as of July 1st 2020, Dr. Gavin
Andrews has stepped in as Acting Director of the Gilbrea Centre.
Gavin Andrews is a health geographer with wide-ranging empirical
interests in aging, holistic medicine, health care work, specific
phobias, fitness cultures, health histories, and popular music.
Much of his work is positional/theoretical, concerned with the
development, state-of-the-art and future of health geography. In
particular, in recent years he has become interested in the potential
of posthumanist and non-representational theory in understanding
the vital emergence and expression of health and care. Welcome
back Gavin!

We would like to welcome Yvonne LeBlanc as the newest Associate
Member of the Gilbrea Centre!

This fall we begin our first ever virtual seminar series which features
diverse topics related to this years theme of Aging, Inclusion, and
Embodiment. Check out the events section of this newsletter for a
full schedule and information on how to register.
In our best efforts to help flatten the curve, the Gilbrea Centre team
will continue to work remotely this Fall. We will be checking our
email frequently and posting updates on our social media platforms.
Please email gilbrea@mcmaster.ca if you would like to contact us.
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Yvonne received her PhD from
the Sociology Department at
McMaster University in 2010
and since that time she has
been working as a sociologist
in the area of health and
aging. Her scholarly interests
fit broadly within the areas of
critical health and aging studies,
and educational gerontology.
Over the past decade she has
taught a wide variety of core
and elective health and aging
undergraduate courses in the
Health Aging and Society Department at McMaster University. As
a teacher, pedagogically, she is primarily interested in engaging
students in experiential and active learning opportunities that are
designed to enhance their learning about aging; more specifically,
to critically reflect on their attitudes about older people and growing
older and the contemporary issues facing older adults.

STUDENT MEMBERS
The Gilbrea Centre student group welcomes students with an
interest in social studies of aging.
We are please to announce the new Gilbrea Student Group
Executives for the 2020/2021 academic year:
•
•
•
•

Jonelle Ward - Chair
Brii Davy - VP Internal
Margherita Duesbury - Media Coordinator
Blessing Ojembe - Academic Coordinator

We would also like to welcome the new members to the Student
Group: Brii Davy, Harneet Hothi, Samantha Perrotta, Natalie
Palumbo and Alison Van der Wal.
Each month, the student group meets to discuss a journal article
of their choosing or have a writing session. Everyone is welcome
to join in on the conversation!
•
•
•
•

October 20th @11:30 am (Journal Club)
November 17th @ 11:30 am (Writing Session
December 8th @ 11:30 am (General Meeting)
December 15th @ TBD (Virtual Social Event)

*All meetings are held at 11:30 am. Contact @GilbreaStudent
or email gilbr_sg@mcmaster.ca to receive a link for the zoom
meeting.
Interested in joining the student group? Learn more about the
Centre and its current student members by visiting http://gilbrea.
mcmaster.ca/people or contact gilbrea@mcmaster.ca.

UPCOMING EVENTS

We are going virtual for it’s 2020/2021 Seminar Series! All seminars
will be held via Zoom. If Zoom is a new experience for you, check
out our guide which will walk you through the process of joining us
online. http://ow.ly/jRiy50Bg4mz
A critical exploration of creativity and dementia at the
intersection of embodiment, relationality and citizenship
Dr. Pia Kontos - Associate Professor, University of Toronto
Wednesday, October 28, 2020 | 1:30PM-2:30PM EST
Co-hosted by the Department of Health, Aging & Society
Register now: http://ow.ly/DRT950BsI8e
Digital technologies and the shaping of aging futures: A
critical research agenda
Dr. Barb Marshall, Professor, Trent University
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 | 12:30PM-1:30PM EST
Topic: Time, Embodiment and Age
Dr. Julia Twigg, Emeritus Professor, University of Kent
Wednesday, January 20, 2021 | 11:30AM-12:30PM EST
Co-hosted by the Department of Health, Aging & Society
Intersectionality, gender, sexual orientation, and caregiving
for partners/spouses in later life
Dr. Toni Calasanti, Professor, Virginia Tech
Wednesday, March 17, 2021 | 11:30AM-12:30PM EST
Co-hosted by the Department of Health, Aging & Society
Full details available at :
https://gilbrea.mcmaster.ca/events

NEW RESEARCH PROJECT
Aging in Place with Public Libraries: Mobilizing Social
Infrastructures for Social Inclusion
Nicole Dalmer (Co-PI), Meridith Griffin (Co-PI), James Gillett
(Collaborator). Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of
Canada Insight Development Grant - $60,449 (2020-2022?)
Socially isolated older adults have poorer health outcomes and
more complex support needs and therefore often require access to
a complement of community-based supports to age well. Public
libraries “provide a sense of place, a refuge, and a still point; they
are a vital part of the public sphere and an incubator of ideas”.
They are well-poised to provide inclusive support to older adults,
given their distribution in high- and low-income neighbourhoods,
their long history of social inclusion in their values and mandates
their range of materials, programs, and services, and their spaces
that can be used without expectation of payment . However, public
libraries are consistently excluded from lists of social infrastructures
such as health clinics, religious organizations, seniors’ centres, and
shopping centres that engage with and cultivate social inclusion
among older adults. What remains unknown is the Canadian
landscape of public library spaces, services, and materials for older
adults and how these collectively impact older adults’ experiences
of social inclusion. This project seeks to examine the relationship
between older, community-dwelling library patrons and Hamilton
Public Library (HPL) branches in Hamilton, Ontario. Specifically,
this development project will engage with older library patrons,
public library sta., and community agencies to bring attention to
the overlooked role public libraries, as social infrastructures, play
in bolstering social inclusion for community-dwelling older adults.

COMMUNITY PARTNER
We would like to welcome
the Toronto Council on Aging
as our newest community
partner. The Toronto Council
on Aging is a non-profit,
charitable
organization
addressing the issues and
concerns of older adults
in Toronto. The intergenerational working board lifts the voices of older adults, organizes
educational events, builds collaborative networks, and much more.
Visit https://torontocouncilonaging.com/ for more information.
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WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS DAY

CONNECT WITH US

On World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (June 15th , 2020), Elder
Abuse Prevention Ontario joined CanAge and The Canadian Network
for the Prevention of Elder Abuse in a live interactive webinar
which included leaders, experts and over 800+ international
participants to discuss the issue of isolation and neglect to older
Canadians during COVID-19. This timely discussion focused on the
question “Is social isolation elder abuse?”. The webinar began
with an opening statement from Brian Dybwad, the Hereditary
Chief of Gitxaan Nation Fellow CanAge and brief greeting from the
Honourable Deb Schulte, Minister of Seniors. The webinar dove
in with commentary from panelists including: Dr. Samir K. Sinha ,
Kahir Lalji, Devora Greenspon, Dee Lender and Gilbrea Associate
Member Laura Tamblyn Watts (President and CEO of CanAge).
Devora Greenspon started the discussion off by describing her
experiences in a long-term care home during COVID-19 including
the challenges associated with not seeing her family and being
isolated inside her room during the outbreak. The webinar ended
off with an interactive question and answer period which really
put these issues into perspective and answered questions related
to “what can we do differently?”. As stated by the Moderator
Cynthia Mulligan, we have seen the warning signs and change
needs to come.

Connect with us to learn more about upcoming events,
opportunities, and more!
Help us profile your research, student opportunites, and new publications!
Send them to gilbrea@mcmaster.ca

@GilbreaCentre
@GilbreaStudent
Gilbrea Centre for Studies in Aging
Gilbrea Student
TheGilbreaCentre
Gilbrea Centre

CONTACT US

Gilbrea Centre for Studies in Aging
L.R. Wilson Hall, Room 2026
McMaster University
1280 Main Street West
If you were unable to join in, please listen to the recorded webinar
Hamilton, Ontario, L8S 4K1
here:
https://cnpea.ca/en/about-cnpea/cnpea-webinars/1130-issocial-isolation-elder-abuse

For more information regarding this event and the panelists
please visit: https://myemail.constantcontact.com/World-ElderAbuse-Awareness-Day--Live-Online-Panel-Discussion-June-15th.
html?soid=1108848433832&aid=yRWOL6EK9iQ

IN THE NEWS
•

Article in Hamilton Spectator “Ageist attitudes, systemic issues
compromise LTC” by former Senior Scholar-in-Residence,
Margaret Denton.

•

Chelsea Gabel, Associate Member, discusses COVID-19 and
Indigenous Communities in The Globe and Mail.

•

Article in the Hamilton Spectator “‘Creating efficiencies’,
sacrificing human dignity” by Associate Member Mat Savelli.

•

Read “A public long-term care insurance plan would allow us
to better allocate our resources where they are needed by older
Canadians.” by Associate Member Michel Grignon.

•

Watch Mark Skinner, Assoicate Member, on Trent Talks Episode
5: Aging Together and Apart.

T: (905) 525 9140 ext. 24449
E: gilbrea@mcmaster.ca
W: http://gilbrea.mcmaster.ca/
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